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It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to Transparency International 

Vanuatu (TIV) social event to mark and celebrate the 2015 Anti-Corruption 

Day. This is the first time for Transparency International Vanuatu to organize 

such an event and we are happy that you all can be part of this milestone. 

On 31 October 2003, the General Assembly adopted the United Nations 
Convention against Corruption and requested that the Secretary-General 

designate the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) as 
secretariat for the Convention’s Conference of States Parties (resolution 58/4).  

The Assembly also designated 9 December as International Anti-Corruption 

Day, to raise awareness of corruption and of the role of the Convention in 
combating and preventing it.  The Convention entered into force in December 

2005. 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/58/4


Governments, the private sector, non-governmental organizations, the media 

and citizens around the world are joining forces to fight this crime. The United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP) the United Nations Office on Drugs 

and Crime (UNODC) and Transparency International are at the forefront of 

these efforts. 

Corruption is a complex social, political and economic phenomenon that affects 

all countries. Corruption undermines democratic institutions, slows economic 
development and contributes to governmental instability.  

 

Corruption attacks the foundation of democratic institutions by distorting 
electoral processes, perverting the rule of law and creating bureaucratic 

quagmires whose only reason for existing is the soliciting of bribes. Economic 
development is stunted because foreign direct investment is discouraged and 
small businesses within the country often find it impossible to overcome the 

"start-up costs" required because of corruption. 

 
The 2015 joint international campaign focuses on how corruption undermines 

democracy and the rule of law, leads to human rights violations, distorts 
markets, erodes quality of life and allows organized crime, terrorism and other 

threats to human security to flourish. 

The campaign “Break the Corruption Chain” also highlights that corruption is 
a cross-cutting crime, impacting many areas. It shows that acting against 

corruption is imperative to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals, 
which aim to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure prosperity for all. 

The 2014 Vanuatu National Integrity Systems Assessment noted that Vanuatu 
rests on solid socio-cultural foundations. Despite weakness in the state, 
widespread civil unrest is not currently a feature of life. Human Rights are 

protected in law and usually respected in practice. Traditional Governance 
helps ensure order throughout the country and the traditional economy helps 
to ensure that most people have access to food, water and shelter. 

However, Vanuatu is currently facing a crisis of political integrity. 

Fragmentation of political parties, ongoing instability in government and 
serious deficiency in the electoral system that are openly acknowledge by 
everyone in government, opposition and the public that needs to be address as 

a matter of urgency. 

During this time of upheaval, the Judiciary has acted with transparency and 

integrity. As one of the critical pillars to a society free of corruption, 
Transparency International Vanuatu chapter commends the commitment to 
justice and respect for the law demonstrated by the courts. We continue to 

http://www.undp.org/
http://www.undp.org/
http://www.unodc.org/
http://www.unodc.org/
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/


closely follow the proceedings of the court case as representatives of the people 
and we welcome the ongoing commitment to uphold the law and keep the 

public informed that the Judiciary has so strongly demonstrated to date.  

This time of political instability has however shown us that there is much work 

to be done in Vanuatu to ensure the strength of the other pillars that make up 
a nation resilient and rapidly responsive to corruption.  

During this transitional phase, we encourage ongoing open communication and 
consultation from the Government. We also encourage the former and future 

Members of Parliament to continue to uphold their responsibility to act with 
integrity and within the rule of law. We further encourage the former and 
future Members of Parliament to work with civil society to build greater civic 

awareness of both their constituencies and broader Vanuatu to ensure that the 
citizens of Vanuatu are empowered and informed when participating in their 
civic rights.  

 
Furthermore, Transparency International Vanuatu believes that in order to 

enhance political integrity, the government must take action soon as possible 
to: 
 

1. Develop laws to regulate political parties and independent candidates for 
election, and in particularly party finances and campaign finances. 

2. Implement an accurate electoral roll and voting system which is not 
subject to abuse 

3. Revise the Standing Orders of Parliament, regulation of members’ 

allocations and rules about the use of motions of no confidence 
4. Revise the Ombudsman Act and Leadership Code Act to expand the 

Ombudsman’s powers and ensure that there are consequences for 

breaches of the Leadership Code 
5. Enact the Right to Information Bill and revised the Government Act to 

ensure of Transparency of the executive. 
 

All of these changes should be made in a transparent and consultative manner 

which builds both awareness of roles, responsibilities and good practice within 
a democracy and public and political will for change. This is particularly 

important as some of these changes may require amendments to the 
Constitution which will need to be supported by a public referendum. 
 

In order for these changes to happen, the Vanuatu Government must establish 
a national integrity committee made up of both government and non-
government representatives. The National Integrity committee must develop 

and implement a plan for strengthening national integrity in Vanuatu. 
 

Transparency Vanuatu is currently focusing on Voter Education Awareness, 
Anti-corruption awareness focusing on youths, awareness on Right to 



Information and providing free legal clinics through our Advocacy and Legal 
Advice Centre. 

 
Addressing the complex and significantly damaging issue of corruption is one 

that cannot be done by any one pillar of society or institution. It is an issue 
that requires strong coalitions, cooperation and inclusiveness. Transparency 
Vanuatu encourages the Government to be inclusive of civil society in its 

reform process and beyond. Transparency Vanuatu also takes this opportunity 
to invite our civil society family to join us in raising awareness of the issues of 
corruption amongst the groups that they represent and empowering them to 

demand greater transparency, accountability and integrity and to lead through 
their own conduct.  

 
To our development partners, we thank you for your support to date. We are 
unable to carry out our work without the funding and technical support that 

you provide. We need and continue to welcome not only your financial support, 
but also call on you to continue your investment in national capacity and 

integrity to ensure we can collectively work towards the development and 
prosperity of our Vanuatu.  
 
Thank you for your attention and lets all joins hands and become an advocator 

for Anti-corruption in Vanuatu. 

 

Thank you, 

Dr. Willie Tokon 

Chairman of Transparency International Vanuatu 

  


