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1
  015 will be forever remembered in the political history of Vanuatu as the year that corruption 
   suffered a major defeat by the hands of justice, a total of 14 MP’s were jailed for bribery.  2 

Here we outline a timeline of the events that unfolded from July to December of 2015.

July 14:      
            

 Preliminary Inquiry (PI) set for July 21 
 at the Magistrate Court for the initially 
 charged 16 MP’s.

July 22: The Public Prosecutor plans to make 
sure the case reaches the Supreme 
Court. The 16 MP's were listed as 
defendants. 

Aug 12: Chief Magistrate Felix Stevens ruled to 
obligate the case to the Supreme 
Court for the hearing of the Penal Code 
counts. 

Sept 2: Finance Minister Willie Jimmy admitted 
to accepting a bribe. The Supreme 
Court Judge was Justice Mary Sey. 

Sept 7: Minister Willie Jimmy was convicted 
and is told to await sentencing at a 
later date. That same day the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs Serge Vohor 
assaulted a Daily Post photographer 
outside the court.  

Sept 15: After several days of trial Justice Sey
cautioned Moana Carcasses for 
interfering with witnesses. Justice Sey 
warned Moana “you are an accused 
person in this court in respective of 
your position or whatever it is, while 
this case is going on please refrain 
from talking to any of these witnesses.”

Sept 17: Justice Mary Sey ruled that there is a 
case against the accused MP's despite 
'no case to answer' submissions of the 
defence council.

Oct 10:      
            

The charges laid under the 
Leadership Code Act against the 
accused MP's was declared “null and 
void and of no effect”. The 
declaration was made by Supreme 
Court Judge Daniel Fatiaki.

Oct 9:      
            

The accused MP's (including 5 
Ministers) were convicted. MP 
Robert Bohn was the only defendant 
to be acquitted of the charges laid 
against him. Hundreds of people 
gathered outside the Supreme Court 
to hear the verdict.

Oct 10:      
            

In a surprising move the Acting 
President pardoned himself and the 
convicted MP’s while President 
Lonsdale was overseas.

Oct 12:      
            

The Ombudsman labelled Justice 
Daniel Fatiaki decision on the 
Special Preliminary Report as an 
error. He proceeded to appeal that 
decision.

Oct 14:      
            

A complaint was lodged with the 
Police over the Pardon Instrument 
signed by the then Acting President 
Marcelino Pipite. 

Oct 16:      
            

The convicted MP's were arrested 
and remanded for conspiracy to 
defeat the course of justice, the 
warrant was issued by Supreme 
Court Judge Oliver Saksak. 

The Police arrested former MP's Marcellino Pipite, 
Paul Telukluk, Silas Yatan, Tony Nari, John Amos, 
Arnold Prasad, Tony Wright, Sebastien Harry, 
Thomas Laken, Jean Yves Chabot, Jonas James, 
including lawyers Robin Kapapa, Gregory Takau 
and Wilson Iauma.

  CLICK HERE
 FOR MORE INFORMATION

The Infamous Bribery Case -  timeline of events
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2  Right To Know - Santo Tour 

rom 16 - 26 November 2015 Transparency International Vanuatu (TIV) had a team of lawyers, 
media officers and Civic Education Trainers stationed in Santo. While in Santo the team visited F

several communities in Luganville and in east and south Santo to talk to people about the Right to 
Information (RTI) as well as to conduct voter awareness programs.

The tour to the island of Santo found out that people are becoming 
more eager to understand and be aware of the laws that exist in 
Vanuatu. On the first day of the awareness program which took 
place at La Plage over 500 people visited the Information Booth 
that was set up throughout the day. The next day, the 20th of 
November, the team set up tent at the Market area, and by the 
end of the day information resources (brochures, booklets and etc.) 
prepared for that day had run out.   

From all the events that were organised in Santo one particular 
fact resonated throughout; the peoples interest to own a copy of 
the Vanuatu National Constitution. “The last time I saw a copy of 
the National Constitution was in the early 80's,” explained an 
individual when given his own copy of the Mama Law, “this is 
my second time to see the Mama Law, and now I have my own 
copy.” 

Transparency International Vanuatu delivered a total of over 500 free constitution books in Bislama 
to members of the public in Luganville and the surrounding communities. TIV also distributed copies 
of the Corruption and the Rights and Duties Booklets that were published by Transparency 
International Vanuatu. 

Transparency International Vanuatu Team with villagers at Port Olry, East Santo.
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The main activity of the Santo tour took place on the 23rd of November at the VNPF conference 
room, over twenty people attended the event including the former Secretary General of Sanma 
Province Mr. Joel Path. 

The activity was the first of a series of Right to Information public 
consultations that will be held in several other locations around Vanuatu 
from February to the month of June in 2016.

Transparency International Vanuatu works to share with the public the 
contents of the Right to Information (RTI) bill which is still under review 
and for the public to express their thoughts. Once the bill is passed by 
parliament and gazetted it promises to bring about a legal path for transparency and accountability 
in the government.

The Right to Information means that persons and 
organizations have a legally recognized right to 
request and obtain access to information, subject 
to limited exceptions, from public, and in some I
n-stances, private bodies performing public functions.

Furthermore, individuals will have the right to 
access and correct all personal information held by 
public and private bodies about themselves. 

Information means any materials such as; records, documents, memos, opinions, advices, press 
releases, circulars, orders, logbooks, contracts, reports, papers, samples, models, proceedings, decisions, 
policies, financial information, services,  priorities of government and etc.

The Right to Information is derived from the fundamental rights and freedom of an individual stated 
in article 5 (1) (g) of the Constitution of Vanuatu; freedom of expression. The RTI Policy was approved 
in 2013. It commits the Government to release information to the public, subject to certain exceptions 
protective of a number of interests such as national security, personal information and privacy, and 
certain commercial information.

                          As mentioned, a RTI bill has been drafted and the Government is now taking steps  
                          to implement the Right to Information Policy. Evidently, If citizens have information 
                          on how the government and the public institutions work, then we can express our 
                          views and strategically make a contribution to the development of Vanuatu. 

                          The TIV team also visited the community of Port Olry in the east of Santo and 
                          Mavunlep in south Santo. For more information regarding the mentioned topics 
                          please contact us at Transparency International Vanuatu.

Attendees at the Public Consultation.

RTI Unit representative speaking at the consultation.

CLICK  TO WATCH THE VIDEOHERE

3  Right To Know - Santo Tour     Continued. 
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4 Port Vila Electoral Observers 

        hen the Port Vila By-Election kicked off on 15 October 2015 Electoral 
        Observers from Transparency International Vanuatu were already at the 
polling stations observing.

  A total of 18 Electoral Observers, mostly youth from around Port Vila were 
  trained and placed in all the Port Vila polling stations. 
 
   
  

The 2015 Port Vila By-Election proved to be the lowest in voter turn outs, less 
than half of the Port Vila registered voters turned out to vote. Concerns from
 members of the public claimed that political upheavals resulting from the
  bribery case is certain cause factor for the low turn-out.

    

   Port Vila constituency still need election awareness.1 

  All registered citizens should continue to check with the 2 
    electoral office about registrations/ check cards / dates.

   Encourage all registered voters to go to their polling stations 3
   to cast their vote through media and social media even when
      not in election years do not wait until an election year for 
          awareness to start.
 
              Leaders in Port Vila should continue to encourage  4
                their people to vote and register or check their 
                cards.

              Observer and Presiding officers should be more 5 
                 responsible in polling stations.
 
       Security must be strict.   6

  Avoid phone  disturbance in the polling stations7
 
  The 2015 by election counting process is the best, easy and 8

    fastest and transparent. 

RECOMMENDATIONS

W
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PLEASE MAKE SURE
YOU  RECHECK YOUR

voting Card at the 
electoral office just 

in case. 

CLICK  TO READ MOREHERE
ON THIS STORY

https://tivnews.wordpress.com/2015/10/08/election-observers-from-transparency-international-to-observe-in-by-election/


5  Anti - Corruption Day Statement 

  n the 8th of December Transparency International Vanuatu held a presentation reception to mark 
  the 9th of December which is the International Anti-Corruption Day.

 

O
“It gives me great pleasure to welcome you all to Transparency International Vanuatu (TIV) social 
event to mark and celebrate the 2015 Anti-Corruption Day. This is the first time for Transparency 
International Vanuatu to organize such an event and we are happy that you all can be part of this 
milestone.

On 31 October 2003, the General Assembly adopted the United Nations Convention against 
Corruption and requested that the Secretary-General designate the United Nations Office on Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) as secretariat for the Convention’s Conference of States Parties 
(resolution 58/4).

The Assembly also designated 9 December as International Anti-Corruption Day, to raise awareness 
of corruption and of the role of the Convention in combating and preventing it. The Convention 
entered into force in December 2005. Governments, the private sector, non-governmental 
organizations, the media and citizens around the world are joining forces to fight this crime. 

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) and Transparency International are at the forefront of these efforts. Corruption is a 
complex social, political and economic phenomenon that affects all countries. Corruption undermines 
democratic institutions, slows economic development and contributes to governmental instability.

Corruption attacks the foundation of democratic institutions by distorting electoral processes, 
perverting the rule of law and creating bureaucratic quagmires whose only reason for existing is the 
soliciting of bribes. Economic development is stunted because foreign direct investment is 
discouraged and small businesses within the country often find it impossible to overcome the
"start-up costs" required because of corruption.

This was the official speech by the Chair of Transparency International Vanuatu Dr. Willie Tokon:

TIV Calls For Greater Government Action To Fight Corruption.



6  Anti - Corruption Day Statement  Continued.  
The 2015 joint international campaign focuses on how corruption undermines democracy and the rule 
of law, leads to human rights violations, distorts markets, erodes quality of life and allows organized 
crime, terrorism and other threats to human security to flourish.

The campaign also highlights that corruption is a cross-cutting crime, “Break the Corruption Chain” 
impacting many areas. It shows that acting against corruption is imperative to achieving the 
Sustainable Development Goals, which aim to end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure prosperity 
for all.

The 2014 Vanuatu National Integrity Systems Assessment noted that Vanuatu rests on solid socio-
cultural foundations. Despite weakness in the state, widespread civil unrest is not currently a feature 
of life. Human Rights are protected in law and usually respected in practice. 

                                                       Traditional Governance helps ensure order throughout the 
                                                       country and the traditional economy helps to ensure that most 
                                                       people have access to food, water and shelter.

                                                       However, Vanuatu is currently facing a crisis of political 
                                                       integrity. Fragmentation of political parties, ongoing instability 
                                                       in government and serious deficiency in the electoral system 
that are openly acknowledge by everyone in government, opposition and the public that needs to be 
address as a matter of urgency.

During this time of upheaval, the Judiciary has acted with transparency and integrity. As one of the 
critical pillars to a society free of corruption, Transparency International Vanuatu chapter commends 
the commitment to justice and respect for the law demonstrated by the courts. 

We continue to closely follow the proceedings of the court case as representatives of the people and 
we welcome the ongoing commitment to uphold the law and keep the public informed that the 
Judiciary has so strongly demonstrated to date.

This time of political instability has however shown us that there is much work to be done in 
Vanuatu to ensure the strength of the other pillars that make up a nation resilient and rapidly 
responsive to corruption. 

During this transitional phase, we encourage ongoing open communication and consultation from the 
Government. 

We also encourage the former and future Members of Parliament to continue to uphold their 
responsibility to act with integrity and within the rule of law. 

We further encourage the former and future Members of Parliament to work with civil society to 
build greater civic awareness of both their constituencies and broader Vanuatu to ensure that the
citizens of Vanuatu are empowered and informed when participating in their
civic rights.
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Furthermore, Transparency International Vanuatu believes that in order to enhance political integrity, 
the government must take action soon as possible to:

1. Develop laws to regulate political parties and independent candidates for election, and in 
   particularly party finances and campaign finances.

2. Implement an accurate electoral roll and voting system which is not subject to abuse.

3. Revise the Standing Orders of Parliament, regulation of members’ allocations and rules about the 
   use of motions of no confidence.

4. Revise the Ombudsman Act and Leadership Code Act to expand the Ombudsman’s powers and 
   ensure that there are consequences for breaches of the Leadership Code.

5. Enact the Right to Information Bill and revised the Government Act to ensure of Transparency of 
   the executive.

All of these changes should be made in a transparent and consultative manner which builds both 
awareness of roles, responsibilities and good practice within a democracy and public and political 
will for change. This is particularly important as some of these changes may require amendments to 
the Constitution which will need to be supported by a public referendum.

In order for these changes to happen, the Vanuatu Government must establish a national integrity 
committee made up of both government and non-government representatives. The National Integrity 
committee must develop and implement a plan for strengthening national integrity in Vanuatu.

Transparency Vanuatu is currently focusing on Voter Education Awareness, Anti-corruption awareness 
focusing on youths, awareness on Right to Information and providing free legal clinics through our 
Advocacy and Legal Advice Centre.

Addressing the complex and significantly damaging issue of corruption is one that cannot be done by 
any one pillar of society or institution. It is an issue that requires strong coalitions, cooperation and 
inclusiveness. Transparency International Vanuatu encourages the Government to be inclusive of civil 
society in its reform process and beyond. 

Transparency Vanuatu also takes this opportunity to invite our civil society family to join us in raising 
awareness of the issues of corruption amongst the groups that they represent and empowering them 0
to demand greater transparency, accountability and integrity and to lead through their own conduct.

To our development partners, we thank you for your support to date. We are unable to carry out our 
work without the funding and technical support that you provide. We need and continue to welcome 
not only your financial support, but also call on you to continue your investment in national capacity 
and integrity to ensure we can collectively work towards the development and prosperity of our 
Vanuatu.

Thank you for your attention and lets all joins hands and become an advocator for Anti-corruption in 
Vanuatu.”

7  Anti - Corruption Day Statement  Continued.  
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YOU CAN BECOME A MEMBER OF 
TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL VANUATU

JOIN US IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION

V  A  N  U  A  T  U
the global coali on against corrup on

Tel: 25715           Email: transparency@vanuatu.com.vu             P.O Box 355, Port Vila   

follow us on subscribe with tivnews

CONTACT US TO RECEIVE A MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

DO IT FOR VANUATU

JO IN  USJO IN  USJO IN  US
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