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2 Inaccuracies On Electoral Results

and we have come to confirm and conclude that the official result delivered by the Vanuatu 
Electoral Commission has some inconsistencies in its numbers.

These findings are of deep concern to Transparency International Vanuatu (TIV) who has, in the past, 
observed independently in elections to ensure that proper democratic procedures are followed to 
elect the people’s representatives, and that this processes are free from corruption.

TIV send a letter to Electoral Commission questioning the inconsistencies. In the letter, dated February 
4th, TIV stated that the “Vanuatu Electoral Commission is duty bound to provide an explanation on 
this inconsistencies, and whether this inaccuracies in the official result are genuine mistakes or 
deliberate acts. These inconsistencies must be thoroughly investigated for integrity’s sake.”

The letter continued to report that inconsistencies “might systematically affect the candidates who 
were declared winners by the Electoral Commission by bringing into question their actual polling 
numbers. And more concerning is; who took the extra votes? Who were they for? Who configured the 
numbers? A formal explanation must be delivered to the masses of committed voters.”

In light of this report, we looked back into the 2012 General Election Official Result for assurance. 
Interestingly, the research produced similar findings especially in the constituencies of Tongoa, Efate, 
Tanna, and the Southern Islands.

The Constituency of Efate rural collected the highest with a total of 181 extra votes. This means that 
181 votes exceeded the total valid votes that had been declared official by the Vanuatu Electoral 
Commission in 2012.

Again, whether this inaccuracies in the official result are genuine mistakes or deliberate acts TIV
recommend that they be thoroughly explained. The extra votes (of 168 - Ambae Constituency, 548 - 
Efate rural Constituency) need to be explained as they posses very high numerical advantages and 
therefore could easily redirect decisions on who the winning candidates are.  

 

Who took the extra votes? Who were they for? Who configured the numbers? 

ignificant inaccuracies in valid voter numbers have been discovered on the official result of the 
 2016 Snap Election. Transparency International Vanuatu doubled checked on the voter numbers S 
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A brief electoral observation report can found here: https://infogr.am/vanuatu_snap_election_observation_in_brief
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3  Right To Know - Tanna Tour 

T

The Right To Information Team in Tanna.

A team from Transparency International Vanuatu and the Pacific Leadership Program (PLP) visited the island of Tanna 
in February this year. And from the 21st to the 27th they traveled around the island, they visited several 

communities and schools to talk to them about the Right To Information (RTI). 

anna is an island full of independent endeavors. When Transparency International Vanuatu visited 
the island in February the air was immense with booming activities, small to medium scale 

businesses continue to increasingly operate throughout the township of Lenakel. 

Construction work on the new tar seal roads had also opt in a new vision for the future as folks begin 
to dream about the vast potentials waiting to be explored once the whole of Tanna becomes 
physically accessible. 

Evidently, life after Cyclone Pam is indifferent, the 
same challenges continue to be faced; rough roads, 
unmaintained infrastructure, lack of information, and 
the lack of proper medical facilities. Despite these 
challenges the show of resilience by the people 
continue to downcast the reality of the situation. 

And to see a school principal smile while several of his classrooms have no rooftops is a reminder 
that their hope for a better tomorrow is what faithfully keeps the classroom doors open.
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Rooftop damage, Lenakel College Classroom wiped out, Tafea College Study Tents (UNICEF), Lenakel College



4  Right To Know - Tanna Tour     Continued. 
Tanna's determination for development is what keeps 
unwavering transport drivers like David to go where no 
one wants to go, to places like Imaki in the southern part 
of the island where the road is as bad as it gets. 

David owns a Nissan all-terrain vehicle, he is from Lowanatom 
village in the west but regularly drives south when called upon. 
The TIV Team acquired his services for the trip to the south, to the east, 
and to the central part of the island to conduct community toksave on the RTI.

Transparency International Vanuatu, in association with the Right To Information Unit, had planned this 
RTI toksave trip to Tanna immediately after doing the same thing on the island of Santo in November 
of last year.

The TIV Team landed on Tanna on the 21st of February and stayed over at Lenakel for two days before 
traveling to Imaki Village in south Tanna to conduct the RTI awareness there. The road there is rough, 
only the toughest vehicles with experienced drivers can get there.

The community of Imaki lies above on a plateau looking out to sea, out against the horizon the islands 
of Futuna, Aniwa and Anietyum can be seen on a clear day. The village accommodates a Francophone 
primary school and a secondary school called College D'Imaki, and the people there are largely from 
the catholic denomination. 

David, Transport Driver

Lenakel, West Tanna. Middle Bush, TannaSouth East Tanna

When the team from Transparency International Vanuatu arrived there the village was still in 
mourning, three deaths had occurred in the past week, one involving a young woman who had 
unfortunately died at sea. She had been gathering seaweed when TC Winston was blowing gale force
winds from the east. 

The community of Imaki lies above on a plateau looking out to sea.



5  Right To Know - Tanna Tour     Continued. 

The TIV Team talking to students at the Imaki Primary and Secondary School about the RTI.

The RTI awareness at Imaki gathered students from both the Primary and the Secondary classes. 
After the awareness copies of the Vanuatu Constitution booklets were donated to the schools library.
Overall, the teachers at Imaki expressed their support for the Right To Information Bill, “since we are 
living in a very isolated part of the island this new bill would definitely support the community given
that easy access to information will be legalised,” a secondary school teacher said.

Nancy Feimanga is a women leader is the community, she also attended 
the Transparency International Vanuatu (TIV) Right to Information 
Awareness session,, she says that apart from assisting women in the
community “I keep them updated on matters that may affect their 
livelihoods- the RTI policy is one of them.”

 

         

Nancy Feimanga

Photo supplied by the Pacific Leadership Program (PLP).

Source: The PLP Facebook Page.

Imaki villagers listening attentively to the RTI presentation.

Capturing opinions on video.

Imaki Primary School.

Douglas Tamara from TIV doing a demonstration of rights and responsibilities.

https://www.facebook.com/PacificLeadership/


6  Right To Know - Tanna Tour     Continued. 

”“     "I have searched for the Vanuatu Constitution since 2001, 
thank you Transparency International Vanuatu. 

Now I have 5 copies." 

"I have searched for the Vanuatu Constitution since 2001, 
thank you Transparency International Vanuatu. 

Now I have 5 copies." 
He began his search for the Vanuatu Constitution when he came to Port Vila to take part in the 2001
round island relay. The man in the blue cut-out shirt in the picture above smiled when he received 5
copies of the Vanuatu Constitution, 15 years since he began his search. 

He is from Kwarmanu village which is located in the south eastern part of the island of Tanna. When 
Officers from Transparency International Vanuatu arrived there they were busy clearing up a thick
growth of grass that had grown around a UNICEF tent being used to accommodate Pre-school classes.

He clutched the Constitution close to his chest and said “thank you very much, I am so happy.” The
officers then held a short meeting with the villagers who were present and talked to them about the
RTI, they explained its benefits and answered questions from the villagers. 

During the meeting corruption was also talks about, later corruption booklets were given out to the
members of the community. Also, over 20 Constitution books were given to the Kwamera Primary 
School library for students to access.

At Kwamera village it was evidently clear that the hunger for information was paramount, and the 
same could be said for all the other parts of Tanna that the team from Transparency International 
Vanuatu visited.

And when the team conducted the same awareness at the Lenakel market compound over 100 booklets,
brochures, and posters ran out in less than five minutes. 

  
READ more stories online:tivnews  www.tivnews.wordpress WATCH RTI Tour to the island of Tanna: CLICK HERE.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymPs6WfQAd8
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7  Right To Know - Tanna Tour     Continued. 
At Lenakel Presbyterian College over 40 students and teachers attended the right to information 
public awareness on the island of Tanna. And while the rain poured lightly outside Mr. Douglas 
Tamara from the TIV Team talked about the national anthem and the meaning of 'Yumi'. Eventually, 
the students began to sing the national anthem, and they sang it perfectly.

The awareness at Lenakel College took place inside the schools dining hall. 
Outside, the remains of the wrath of TC Pam is still visible. A UNICEF white 
tent still accommodates for classes and the dining hall is still divided in two; 
eat on one side and have classes on the other.

On the other side of the school compound a blue tarpaulin is used to replace 
the roofs that had been blown off a classroom building. Regardless of this, 
normal classes proceed as usual for roughly two hundred students. 
“That number is expected to increase,” explains the Deputy Principal, “once 
school fee problems are sorted out we will be expecting over four hundred 
students.”

After the meeting the staff at the school thanked the team for the information shared, including having 
their own copies of the Vanuatu Constitution which will be made available to students at schools 
library.

L e n a k e l  C o l l e g e

Douglas Tamara from TIV talking to students at Lenakel College.

Students writing down their opinions on the RTI.
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Not much escapes Timothy Kaio's attention. 
At 97, the sprightly gentleman of Bethel 
village, Tanna was among the first to join the 
TIV Awareness team on the village green, 
curious to know what a truckload 
of people were doing in Bethel.

Timothy welcomed the TIV team and was pleased with the RTI Policy and Bill, " We can now ask 
politicians what they are doing for us. Before, we elect them and sometimes we do not hear from 
them until the next elections," Timothy said. Bethel village has 200 occupants and is located on a hill 
overlooking the sea, most of the villagers are staunch Seventh Day Adventists and Timothy is one of them. 

He also said that it was the first time he has ever heard or attended an awareness session for a new 
policy and bill and hoped that there would be more such awareness campaigns in the future 
especially for those who lived in remote areas.

Light showers began as the TIV staff spoke, however, not one of the Bethel villagers returned to their 
homes, waiting patiently for the information session to end and collect copies of the Vanuatu 
Constitution and other RTI material.

TIV is one PLP's partners in Vanuatu, support for TIV falls under one of PLP's Key Result Area where 
PLP supports collective action by Pacific Island leaders in policy and institutional changes and reforms 
promote stability, effective governance and economic growth at the regional, national and sub-
national level.

Timothy Kaio

This segment is taken from the Pacific 
Leadership Program (PLP) facebook page.
The PLP had a team attached with TIV during
the tour to Tanna and the following is one of 
the stories that their Communications 
Officer  compiled. Amelia Rosi

Bethel community leader expressing his support for the Right To Information.

https://www.facebook.com/PacificLeadership/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/PacificLeadership/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/PacificLeadership/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/PacificLeadership/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/PacificLeadership/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/PacificLeadership/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/PacificLeadership/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/PacificLeadership/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/PacificLeadership/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/amelia.rosi.35?fref=ts
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“Thank you for not bypassing us. 
Thank you for bringing this information right to our doorstep.”

Community Leader, Isaka Village.

Reading the Mama Law, Lenakel Market

RTI awareness session at Central Tanna.

RTI Unit Officer speaking at Lenakel market.

TAFEA SG speaking at RTI Public Forum.

TIV Board Secretary Joe Kalo speaking at the RTI Public Forum.

RTI Unit Officer speaking at Lamnatu village.

TIV Media Officer speaking at Kwarmanu village.

Erromango Councillor at RTI Public Forum



10 Young People Have Value

on't look down on you because you are
young...set example in speech, in conduct, 
  

“D

Tel: 25715           Email: transparency@vanuatu.com.vu             P.O Box 355, Port Vila   

in love, in faith and in purity” (1Timothy 4:12).

Youth are often looked down on because of 
attitudes and behaviours that are annoying 
or immature. Some of the things people often 
associate with youth are disrespect, rebellion, 
self-absorption, cliquishness, conformity to 
peer pressure, indifference to serious issues, 
and a fixation on fun as the only thing that 
satisfies. 

If these are pronounced, people can even 
despise youth. Paul implies that in saying, 
“Let no one despise your youth.”
“The value of life is not in its duration, but in 
its donation. You are not important because of 
how long you live, you are important because 
of how effective you live” (Munroe, 2000).

Status and the size of a person is not a matter 
to the contribution towards the well being of 
one's family, community, and the country. 

Everybody can participate in one way or 
another forwarding positive outlook 
obliterating corrupt practices to end.

“All that is necessary for the triumph of evil 
is that good men do nothing” 
(Edmund Burke, 1729). 

Are you going to watch and see the triumph 
of evil? When are you going to do 
something? Good men it's time to stand, do 
something now.

Youth is a time of vigour, exploration, 
creativity and innovation. When aligned with 
the above scripture (1Tim.4:12), you can do 
great exploits for the good cause of positivity. 

You can be the examples of these characters 
for our sick society. Good character is far 
better than riches and wealth. 

“When wealth is lost, nothing is lost; when 
health is lost, something is lost; when character 
is lost, all is lost” (Billy Graham). 

   Our world seems to lose everything when 
            people losing their character.

 This is your generation young people. You have 
  what your generation needs. Good character 
  can help reshape the image of our wholeness 
  as an individual, in the family, community, and 
  the country as a whole. 
    
     BE A GOOD EXAMPLE. YOUTHS HAVE VALUE.

“People may hear your words, but they feel your 
attitude.” (John C Maxwell).

Let your life of good example be felt. Youths make 
your value be known. Don't Adapt to Low Expectations.

Don't adapt to the low cultural expectations for 
youth. Set high ones. Youth can become examples 
for adults. Think that way. Dream that way. 
Or as the Harris brothers would say, “Rebel 
against low expectations” (John Piper).

Now is our time, show our true colour...youths 
with value...we do have value.

“Change your thoughts and change your world” 
                                      (Norman Vincent Peale)

youth encouragement from the scriptureyouth encouragement from the scriptureyouth encouragement from the scripture
Compiled by DAVID TOMANI (APTC Youth Work Student attached with Transparency International Vanuatu).  Compiled by DAVID TOMANI (APTC Youth Work Student attached with Transparency International Vanuatu).  Compiled by DAVID TOMANI (APTC Youth Work Student attached with Transparency International Vanuatu).  Compiled by DAVID TOMANI (APTC Youth Work Student attached with Transparency International Vanuatu).  
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YOU CAN BECOME A MEMBER OF 
TRANSPARENCY INTERNATIONAL VANUATU

JOIN US IN THE FIGHT AGAINST CORRUPTION

V  A  N  U  A  T  U
the global coali on against corrup on
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follow us on subscribe with tivnews

CONTACT US TO RECEIVE A MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

DO IT FOR VANUATU

JO IN  USJO IN  USJO IN  US
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